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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
225 W Colfax AvenuatSouth Bt1nd, Inclana 48626 (219) 287-1001

June 3, 1996

E. Berry Smillt
&InitJr Vb PresIdent-~

'!he Hen. Rachell. S. Chcrlg, COIIRi.ssicner
~al 0: micatiana o-i..ion
1919 M Street, N.W., Roan 844
WUhington, D.C. 20054

Deer Calmiuioner Chong:

It is WI';{ uncIiK'atanding the hderal O'--",ications CCiIImiuion at its
Jur. 12 IDMting will ClCINIi" ..-nding the 3O""'CAlled "right-eo-rejectn

portion of. the Neblodt-Aftil1at.e Rul.. 'lbe "ri.gt\t-to-~jec:t· rule hila
t:..n a k8yIItone in the ClpK'atJ.n'J relatiOMhip betue~ networks and
atfiliated statiOlW for ~. and ... helped atatlone ~nta1n a level of
loe.al autonc.y and local ocnuol.

Purther, it is my undentandin; this ....nt would eliminate
pN LJCion ot netwoc'k pcogr_ that are detel:'ai.ned to be "econc:lIIli.e"
pre ;t:iane. Such a ~tenairat.icn t. hiCjJhJ.y 8Ubject.ive ana it centrolled
by tbI network, it could result in penaltiee to IUOOMsful end pcpular
local pJ::'Ogr"" that llliqht unilaterally be aeclarecS "ecanamic
pcoe- ~'1:ions. " And, there i.s no thial party qualified to render eud\ a
jud;l....t.

'!'hie ia truly • eluaie c:ase of "it it is not bcokan, doni t fix it".

This is one of the f.., tiaM when 1 find myeelf pJ.qted on the side
of _intaining ~tian by the FOe. M IIUCh as I etlliX'ae the basic
principle of "dIIn9U1at1on", .. in any buei.... situation, ~re should be
a certain set of rul_ by which VB all mat abide.

In my opinion, tnte ia one of. tbCee rulea that is good and one that
has p:'OV81 to be of -.tit. in the put to the pj)lic we serve, and I
would ur'ge YQ1 to let that benetit c:ontinue.

'l'hanJc you for your consideration.

":njc
c:c ICurt Wi.Jl:n8r

7'!I.IMeICW
..-r.lYlIeooIlI .....IN.~lY.......... V4.WMT·lY ....... GA·KYTY~ MO

C*LE
c..-TV..CMI .........I'1.·.-.....~........... 1II)

IWM:)

WI8'/' lAM) ........... lN·WNIN~ .........IN·WUK(MllII'M)~IN· WlC#.{N)""". It
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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
225 W. Colfax AvenuelSouttJ BtInd, Indiana 4tJ826 (219) 287-1001

June 3, 1996

'1'he Ben. Rem E. Rundt, Olail1lllaft
Fe::IK'al ea-..ic::ati.one ae-iuion
1919 M Street, N.W., RoaD 814
Wuhington, CC 20054

Dear Chairaan Hundt:

E.BerrySnJith
SMior' V'~ PrNidtInt • BIoadca-mg

It is my uncJenunciing the Pederal OCIIIIlmicatiana ee:-.iMion at ita
June 12 lMet.1ng \fill <:oMi"~ the ao-ca11«i "ri9ht-to-reject"
pcr:tion of the Netvcc'k-Af.filiate Rul..a_ 1'tae "right-to-reject" t:U1. has
been a bly:atone in tlw opB'at,1ng relation.hip betWMn ~ka and
affiliate4 ataeions for years and hu helped atatiOlW Mintai" a level of
local autonaay and local centrol.

Purther, it ia JIrf UI'IlSKat:and1ng thi.Is '.TdIent would eliminate
pre tqotion of netwol:'k plI:'Ugrf • t:hat are~ to be "ecanaa.ic"
...... ~iona. SUCh a. det.er:mnation ia highly subjective an4 if ccntrolleCl
by the network, it could teIIU1t in piMltiea to IJUCOIUful and popular
local progrM5 that sight unilaterally be declared "ec::cnaaic
pre alC¢iona." And, there 1. no third party qualified to render such a
j1Jdgltent.

This is truly. classic ea88 of "if it i. not ~, don't fix it~.

This ie one of the ffltl tJ..-41 wMn I find aay.lf planted on the side
of laintainlng rtIgUlation by the PCC. A8 -=h u I -.done the basic
pr:incipl. of ·deregulation· I u in iIIJY bUeinHa sit\ation, t.heI:'e should be
a certain Mt of rul.. by which we all auae abide.

In my opinion, tnt. ia one of tho8e rules that i. good and one that
11M pE'OV~ to be of __fit in the put to the public ~ serve, and I
would urge you to let that benefit ccntinue.

'1'hMlC. you for your c:cnaic18ration.

EBS:njc
ce lturt Wi-.r

14·Jun~96 12:00p I
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SCHURZ COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
225 W. Colfax AvenuelSouth Bend, Indiana 4t1626 (219) 287·1001

Jwae 3, 1996

'lJ\e Bon. SUsan 5-., CO-i_ionK'
hderal a::-..ucaticne oc-1uion
1919 M Street, N.N., JilIoCII 832
We8hington, D.C. 20054

It ia ray understanding the Federal cca.mic:at1on8 e.:-li_ian at it.
June 12 .-.ting will ~idl!r: ~ing the so-called "right-to-rejectII

por:tion of the s-tuork-Atfiliate Itules.. The "right-to-rej8C1:" rule has
btIen a keyatone in the operating relatiCln8h1p bIttwe netvorlCB and
affiliated etations fer ~s 8nd hU helpld stations _1ntain a level of
local autoncay and local centrol.

Further, it is JIIf 1.1nI5KIItAndin; ttli. ...",mt \ICUld eliminate
pE'e E!q)tien of networ:k pr:ogr.. that are dIItecmineCl to be "econc:aic"
tre I "tiCl18. SUCh a det".8mtllat1on 1a hiC)hly SUbjecti'" anc5 if ccmtrolled
by the net~, it caul4 ~t in penalties to euccesaful and popular
local progrMlB that might unilaterally be declared "econcmic
pt'& I np:.iQrl8." And, there is no trUrd party qualified to render such a
jl1&J1.nt.

'l'hia is truly a eluaic caae of "if it is not broken, don't fix it".

This is one of the few ti.llllle wtwI I find my_lf planted on the side
of _inta!ni.ng regulaticn by the!'aC. As IIUdl .. I erdot.. the basic
pc'1neiple of "~icn", u in any buainllN situation,~ should be
a cettain set of rules by Whic::h we all n»t abic5lt.

In tr1f opinion, this ia c:ne of thoaIe rules that is good and one that
hU pccven to be of __tit in tbIt put to the public WIt .sen., and I
would urge you to let that ~it continue.

Thank you for: your acnaiCieration.

BIIS:njc
cc Kurt w~r

** TOT~ PF(E. 04 **
!4-Jun-96 12:001) ,
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May 29, 1996

The Hon. Reed B. HwIdt, Chlirman
Federal Communicatiou CDJmIIiuion
1919 M. Sn.t, N.W., Room 814
WllbiDtlton, DC 20054

R.e: Propoeecl Network·A-..Rules Modltbtion.

Dear ChIimwl Hundt,

In three days our teleWion Itllion win preempt NBC DI&WCft~.. to air the "CbIIdren's
MiraGIe Network Teledaoo" to Wp kids illArt. nnl; Lotdsi__MIIIi""'. Thilis ju.It one
cample of public iatcnIt ...... that ..bIIIIwt OGCI.....,.. to tab prececIIDCO over
our network'. pI'OII'IIDI. MIoaIl broMcMt..we~ in a poIidoD to recopize the needs ofour
vi_en aDd conm.mitielllld. !eipOGd to them.

Ofp.-tic:u.llr COIIC*'D 11 tile PR'POIII to ntIia the '..-1o-njICt" rule, but to ,..mit the
DItWorka to Itop ........DIIIdDa 10 oaUId 1COIut:*"""""" CP'w'¢oaa that CIDDOt
be cllIIiIed u pubUo'" ,........•. ".....wouId...~ tICdcI by
networks. Caft you imaIiae die... that would ca.beIn the FCC ad the COUrts u
Mtworka inteapreted 'COlftll8:JJIWMI!fii:1n to...thIir own priorities? The lo.-. would be
local t.1tM1Iion viewwI, thIIr~ cMc~ biIb ldIoollDd collep .potts toImS,
mel otben who depend OIllocll t*It:lo1ll fOr IIJPPOR.

l\iPt DOW we .Ya sooet ODIhip with our Pari ottbe reuoa for that is the
balanc. offJl1tNt, to oW cold 'NII'term. ..,.b ce .... UI the riab* to pr.-pt
.-work Pf08I1IIIIIIIiD to • JoaI pubic pnJIJIIIII, lIpCX'tIevaallld tll1erhoas.
That balance protects our~, I Ilk that you kelp 111I 1'!iIht-to-njecC" nate i1act to protect
the ba1IJM:e ofpov.w that IItJ us ..-ve our local public ....and....

Sincerely.

2'd
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KWTX BROADCASTING COII1IPANY
6'1UO A.a.-iAa Plua, WIICO. TX '''12. P.O. BuA 2636, W-.u, TX '6'02-2636

PboDI817m6-13]o· PAX 81717.51.1011

June 3,1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, CbIitman
The Hon. James H. QueUo, S\JAIl Ness

aDd Rachelle B. Chon& Commisliooers
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Eilbth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20054

Rc: Rev;11W o/the Colff1ltisslOll~RepJllltoltS Govenaing Pro6'"amming
Practu:u ofBro«lcast T,levision N,tworks and Affiliates
MMDaclalt 95~92

Dear Chairman Hundt md,CommissiOUfn:

I am the gencnl rDIDIl&cr ofa CBS aftilWed station in WtJJ:O. Texu. We have been a network
afliliate for over forty yean aad 'We wholebelrtedly endotse the nctwork-affiliate relationship as.
it now exists. Ho~er. it is my~ tb8t the FCC is in the process ofpossibly altering
its rules so that the bIoadcast networks could bind. their aftiliates to contrKts preventing so­
called "economic" preemptions. Please do not make this change in the roles.

As a local broadcaster, I need to be allowed to do my own programming and DOt be at the mercy
of the network. I want to be able to decide whether we carry Dallas Cowboy pre-season football
games, or Big 12 Football, or Billy Orabam Crusacies, or a MDA Telethon.

Please retain the current rules that will continue to allow us to have autoDOmy from the networks.
Thank you for your consider8tion ofmy request

Rcspe¢u1~yubmitted.«r ~v'
Ray Qbver
Vice ~ident& General Mmagcr

ICWTX AMlFMlTV
WICO.T....

KBTX TV • Bruos Broadcastinl Co.
Bryap, Teus

13-Jun-96 11: 13. J
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1une 4 9 1996

The Honorable James H. Quello, O:mmissioncr
FEDERAL COMMUNJCATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Wahington. D.C. 20054

Dear C1ai.Iman Hundt:

Via TlLECOPIIB

At the Federal Communications Commission's upcomina June 12. 1996. meeting, you
will be con~derinl an itom that would aDICI'Mi the "rilbt-to-mject" rule to pemli.t affiUates to enter
apeements with networb that would eliminate "ecoaomic" pn:emptions. I am. writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote apinst this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an important part of J..(x:al oJili,Dllted prognunmina. Ifwe lose
the rilht to pre-anpt the Network, we lose aD impanaDt J*t of our ability to serve aur
community. Would you apee that we are more valuable airin, the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and Easter Seals telethons to raise money for charities. or air another NetWork
pI'OJ"UIl? Do we better serve our HarrisburJ-l..aDt;uter-LebeDon-York market by airing prime­
time local news docwnentaries OD. local towns and their history; the local highway system.; the
local police; and featuring vohmteers in our Making A Difference campaign'? I beUeve that we
do.

I read of recent statements made at the National Cable Conference. that United States
govemment offidals said bI:omcut.. should follow cable in their public service lead. I
cballenle yon to demonstrate anyone's commitment to servins our communities more tlw1. us ••
a local, network-affiliatec:l bm8dcaIter.

Please do not eliminate our ability to serve. jnform aDd entertain. puticularly in network
dominated time periods. LocaJiw is an that we have to idefttify us. versus a national
pt'OJI'ammeI, whether that a traditionaln~ a cable operation or direct bro8dca..'it satellite.

I trust that you will make the right decision.

cc: Kurt Wimmer

14-JIIl-96 11 :37.J
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3300 NO«T1i SIxTH STRUT.~G. PA 171 (0-1.-21
PH: (717) 238-::UOO FAX: (717) 238-87.... WHP099A@PRODICY.COM

June 4, 1996

The Honorable Susan Ness. Commissioner
FEDERAL COMMUNTC'.ATJONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW
Room 832
Washington. D.C. 20054

Dear OlaiIman Hundt:

Via IILICOPIEB

At the Federal Communications Commission's upcominl June 12, 1996. meeting, you
will be ccmsiderilla an item thM would amend the "right-to-reject/f role to permit affiliates to cnler
agreements with.netWorks that would eliminate "economic" preemptions. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote apinst this amendment.

Economic preemptions are an important pert of Local oriliIJated propamrning. If we lose .
the right to pre-empt the N.....ork, we lose an imponant pert of our ability to serve our
community. Would you BJI'M that we ale more valuable aUina the Muscular Dystrophy;
ArthritiS; and Easter Seals telethons to raise money for charities, or air another Network
propam? 00 we better serve our Hlll'isbur1-l.an.c:ater-Le1:aoD-York DUll'bt by ainns prime­
UIDc local Dc-WI ~cnCllia on kg) tawm IIld their hh.nry; rht. kQl hiehM)' R)'~r.mj thr.
11Y;,1 J:1Olirl": !Inri rn1ll1ring vnllmt,.,.,.... in ('WIT MIIl'inS • Tliff~r.f.' Mmplign7 I belJe1rt' thlt ",..
do.

I read of teeeJlt stIItemIIttI made at the National Cable Conference. that United States
l0vernment officials SIIid ~ers should follow cable in their public service lead. I
clullleole you to demonstmte myooe's commitment to serving our communities more than US ­

a local, network-aftU.iated broadcaster.

Please do not eliminate our ability to setVe, inform and entertain, penicularly in network
dominated time periods. Localism is all that we have to i.demify us, VetsU$ a national
programmer~ whether that a traditional network, a cable operation ord~ broadcast satellite.

I trust that you will make the ript decision.

00: Kurt Wimmer

14-J~·96 11 :378 I
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June 4. 1996

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong. Commissioner
FEDERAL COMMTJNICAnONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Olairman Hundt;

Via m,ECOPIEB

At the Fedeml Communicatioos Commission's upcorniDa lune 12. 1996. meeting. you
will be considering all item tha would ameDd the "ript-to-reject" rule to permit affiliates to enter
aareemet\ts with networks tbat would eliminate"economic" preemptioDs. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote apinst this amendment.

Economic precIJlptions 11M an important part of Local orilinated PJOII1IDl11ling. Ifwe lose
the right to pre-empt. the Network, we lose an important part of our ability to serve our
community. Would you aaree that we are more valuable airina the Muscular Dystrophy;
ArthritUi; and Eater Saals telatlJuntl to raise money for charities. or air another Network
prop'am? Do we better serve our HanisburI-Lancaster-LebInon-York market by airing prime­
time local news documemaries on local towns and their history; the local hipway system; the
local poJice~ and featuring volunteers in our Making A Difference campaign? I believe that we
do.

I read of~t s&ateJMDts DIIde at the NatioDal Cable Conference, that United Stares
government officials said bromc:aters should follow cable in their public service lead. I
challeqe you to demonstrate anyone's commitment to serving our communities more than us ­
Q 10CGl, network affUiDtod broadCJO!lOl'.

Please do not elim;nate our ability to serve. iDform and mtatain, puticularly in network
dominated time periods. I.ocAIl;.n is aU tb8t we have to ideDI:ify us. venus a national
propamnlet. whether that a traditional network, a cable operation Or diMct brtIadcast satellit.e,

I trust that you will make the right decision.

rr' "'11ft Wimm,.r

14- Jl6l-96 11 :37a I
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June 4 t 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chainnan
FEDB.R.AL COMMUNICATrONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW
Room 814
WahinJtOl1, D.C. 20054

Dear Olainnan Hundt:

yg TlLICOP'Q

At the Federal ComJmmications Commission's~ June 12. 1996. meeting, you
will be cons:iderlng an item thllt would amr:ud the "riPt-t.o-ieject" rule to pmnit affiliates to enter
apecments with networks that would eliminate "economic" preemptions. I am writing this letter
to you today to ask you to vote apinst this amendment.

Economic preemptioaa are an important pIIIt of Local oriJi,natecJ programming. H we lose .
the right to pre-empt the Network. we lose aD important part of our ability to serve our
community, Would you apee that we lie m«e valuable ailing the Muscular Dystrophy;
Arthritis; and East« Seals telethons to raise money fur clmities, or air another Network
propam'l Do we better serve our Harrisbura-Lancaster-Leblnon·York 1118I'kd by airing prime­
time local news doeutnen'Qlries on loc:al towns and their history; the local highway system; the

. local police; and featuring volunteen in our Making A Difference campaign? 1 believe that we
do.

1 read of tee:eIrt statemtDt& made at the National Cable Conference. that United States
govcmment officials said bn:JDw1te1'S sbouJd follow cable in their public service lead. I
cbaUenge you to demollltlate anyone's commitment to serving our communities more than us ­
a local, network-affiliated brnIdcuter.

Please do not elimiDate oar ability to -.rve, inform aDd ent~ particularly in network
dcminated time periods. Loca1tam is an that we have to identify ~, VCJSUS a natiODll
pmgmmmnr, mhothOl dIIIt 0 ......I •••u1.. I ub.lL J,t-~jJ.L: ...u~. J:..-t. L......J-.J. .-~"lUt".

1 trust that you will make the right decision.

cc: Kurt Wimmer

La 7:J/LDIJ[!JF~
John F. feeIcr 7
VP/Oeneral Manager

14-JIII-96 11 :37a I
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M.N. Bostick
200 W.H~e, -SOC

Wat;;o. Te,*, 78712

JUDe 3, 1996

DT.I BROADC•.\ST 141I002/005

The Hen. Reed E. HUDdt, Chairman
Federal COIJIDlWIicatioa CommiIIion
1919 M Street, N.W., Eiabdl Floor
WllShiaato~D. C. 20054

Re: Review of tile CoauniIIiod. Rep1ItioDl GovemiDs ProarammiDs
PrIctices ofBromeut Television Networks aDd AfBljates
MM Docbt 95-92

Ifyou eliminate the JltI1fI&r ...*"" c:.urnndy lMiIIble to IocIl television stations
you swiowdy reduce the 1IaIJiIity 10 Ilecesury to .-ve the Iootl pubJjc.

I am Chairman oftbrec eJltit* IiceMed to operate KWTX-TV. WIMX), Taus; DTX-TV
B~Statioa, Tau; KXII-TV. Sbenn8n, T.... AU tine oftbele statiODl
are CUITCIItly dllillted witb tile CBS TeIeYiIioJI Network. You IUnlIy reoopize tbat all three
of tbeIe marketl are small marbta and seriously need the curreDt FCC Network Program
Practices.

I construetocl KWTX-TV. WICO. Tau in 19S5. aDd walt os tile air withgut lAY QItWgrk.
The FCC Network~ aDd dlreat 01. aU tJ:uIt suit aecured au ABC NetWOrk
aMUation. KBTX-TV, BryIa, T... aJ.o wa on the ... wjdpgyt • ..",~ coqtraq.
but FCC Network ' bIIf*l eecure netWOrk prolflmmiaa The FCC Network
R••1pions u c:.urnndy aiw III three oftbMllIIIII'ketI' ability to .-.t to local needs
witbout feIr ofU""""IP'hIe network RtributioG. Without the curreat reguJatim. these markets
coukI not have in tbe IJW, ..CIDDDt in the tbture provide DeCelsuy balance betweco: local,
network, and oth. pto8I'IIIl nced&

4~~'~~~
ICWTX BroMcud,. Company, lao..
KBTX-TV. Bruoa BJl*btdns Compay
KXII Broadcasten, Inc.
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M.N. Boetick
200 w. HigI'1W8y e. -500

W8CtJ, Tfilxq 75712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. 1..-K QueDo
FIdInJ. ConmPJDicatioDa COIIIIIIjuiml
1919 M~ N.W., EialathFJoor
WulJin&ton, D. C. 20054

Ile: am.w oldie CoaBiuioD'1 :J«9."donI 00verniIJI ProarammiDs
PnIctica ofBI'OIMIcut Tekwilion Networks and AfllHateI
MM Doc" 95-92

Deer Commissioner QueIIo:

I un CbIinnaa ottinea_...... to operate KWTX-TV. WICO, Texas; KBTX-TV
Btyan-CoIIeee Stlltioa, Tau; ICXII-TV, SbennIn. Tau. AD tine oftbese ltatiODI
are wm:ndy ellltieted with the CBS r..-oo Netwotk.. Yau surely l'eCOBJIi-= tbIt all three
oftbele muketa In sm.n ID8I'keta and seriouaIy need the ctUTeIlt FCC Network Program
Practices.

I COQ.ItrUcted Kwrx-TV, Waco, T.... ill 19S5, ancl weal OD the ..wjdptt "lY ncrwork.
The FCC Network .J.,1atioM IDd..of.. and truIt suit aec:ured 112 ABC Network
a.lIion. OTX-TV, .,...Tau _ "'-* on tba • wjdpd I ssd'nf IICIl!I!grk COJl1'I¥t.
but FCC Network R bIIped IIC:UI'e network lJI'OIIWM'inc Tbe FCC NetwoJk
~ u QII1'ClIItIy fi:ve.u tine oftbe8e~ IIliIity to reKt to local needs
witbaut far ofu=nnn••s 1IIItWorte retribution. Wttbout the CUITeIIt R9'lIrioua tbese markets
could not bave ill the put, ad CIIIDDt in the tbture provide neeelSUY balance between looal,
network. IDd other prosnm oeeds.

,~.

0J1:s:./~
M. N. Bostick, CIIIirmIID
KWTX Broadcutial CompIny, IDe.
KBTX-TV,Bnzoa~ COIIJPIIDY
KXU Bro_..... Inc.

1:J-JU"l-96 4:460 I
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M.N. Boetlck
200 W.l-lighWaY e. #eoo

W'IJa}, Texas 76712

June 3, 1996

The Hon. SUIan Neu
FecWn1 ComrmnMldona CoauiSlion
1919 M Street, N.W., Eiabdl Floor
Wubington. D. C. 20054

R6: It6"lt6~ vCl1c Cve",,';.luU'. R..,.Le&i\.I&W Ouvalliu¥~
Practices ofBI'OIIdcut TelflYision Networtes and AftIDates

MM DoeDt 95-92

Dear Commisliool:r Ness:

I am a.irman oftbree ,,"*iIIlicaIIed to opent&e KWTX-TV, Waco, Tau; KBTX-TV
Brym-CoUep StatioD., TaM; lOCII-TV, SMrmiuI, Texas. All three oftbele IUIIiona
arc QJITCIItIy dDiated with tIIle CBS Television NItWOtk. You sundy recotplize that au three
oftheM marta are small markets ancllCriously need the current FCC Network Program
Prmices.

I 00IIItrUc&ed KWI'X-TV. WICO, T... ill 1955. aDd went OR.. air witbqut "IX QRWPrk.
The FCC NetworkB.d.... anA dnIIt of ID aati truSt suit soand an ABC Network
idBliatioD. ICBTX-TV•.,., T_.a.o"... 011 the air rSender4 PPtQrk oogtpGl
but FCC Network helped ...DItWOI'k pt TIle FCC Network
JlelpMoDl U curreatIy aM • tine of 1biJity to nect to load needs
without tearof~ nItwort raributioD. Without the cunmt replldona theIe markets
ooukl DDt have ill the pal, ... caIIIIOt in the fbture provide necaIIry balmce between local,
network, aad other pro..- Deed..

The current rqpUatioDI are wortdDB. They ana't broke; pleue doD't fix them.

Sincerely,

k~Bdid'~~
KWTX Broedcudna COJIIPIII)'. IDe.
KBTX-TV, Braos BroMc:aItiDI Compuy
KXII BroadCllltln. IDe.

13-JLrl-96 4:46P I
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KWTI BROADCAST 1410051005

The HoD. Rad1eIIe B. Cbona
FecIIral CoDDDUllicltions CommisIion
1919 M Street, N.W.• Eiabth Floor
WubiDaton. D. C. 20054

Ro: It.cview oftM Conniuioa's~GovwaiDa Proaraauning
PnaioeI ofBrowIcut TeltMsion Networks aDd A£&liatcs
MId Doebt 9'-92

1_CMinDm oftbne eatitillliceIIIed to openle KWTX-TV. W.eo. Tex.u; KBTX-TV
Bryua-Calleae StadoD, Tau; ICXII-TV. ShermID, T.... AU three oftJ.e statio•
.... cumDtly..·ed with the CBS T*viIionN~ You surely J1lCOIDize that an three
oft..markets are small muteta add serioualy need the current FCC Network Prosram
Practices.

I COIIIII'uCted ICWTX-TV. WIICO. Teat in 1955. IIId 'MIlt OIl the ..MthpJt ..,oMwmk.
The FCC Network R8p1atic.-.1Dd tm.t ofmUlti trust suit seand aD. ABC Network
.....011. OTX-TV•.8ryIa, T... aIIo walt on die air............Mlws¥k cogtrw;t.
but FCC Network R.trpIati__ helped -..arenetwork~.The FCC Network
RIIpJadonI u CIII'R'IItly stated pve aU tine ofm- markets' IbiIity to relet to local DeIds
without fear of..nmen....oetwodt retribution. Without the CUI'I1lIIt ....... tbMe markets
could DOt haw in the put, IIDd CIIIIIOt in the fUture provide neces••ry blllance between local.
network, and otba: prosram needa.

The QIlTCIlt feII.1'atioN are workiJIa. They 1I'flIl't btob; pIeae don't fix them.



~lZ17 37~,.

June 4, 1996

MIDWEST TV \VelA iii 002

509 South Nl!il Str•.""t

Pust Olliee Ilox 20

61824~)l)20
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/'eona.lL

The HOIlOrIbJe RacbelJe B. Chona. Commissioner
Pederal Communications Commission
1919 M. Sueet, N.W., Room 844
Wubinaton, DC 200S4

Dalr Commissioner Chong:

WE NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT REGARDING THE
NElWORIC·AmUATB RULES. As you consider an amc:ndment of Ihe
"ri&bt-to-reject" rule tbIt would eliminate "ecooomic" pn:emptioDs. plcuc
COIlIider the followina:

The '"local" audieace and local control of stado8s will be
destroyed if fNrJ preemption decisl08 becomes subject to It

public-interest inquisition by the DetWork.

Tbe determindon of whether a ~ptiOJ1 is -economic"
cannot be made objectively. The network wb1cb will make me
initial judament of whether to leek cootn&.1ual penalties, will
have ttNer'J motivation so see every preempdon as 46economic".
in fact, the rule would penaI.ta successful local prupuwnln&
by IMIriaI any popular pqram an ineHllblc pIOIDII1 on
wbicb to bae a preemption.

We believe S1aOOIII should bave the oppot1WIity to prr;empt
UIUICClClpIable network proammmiD& to air more sui1able
pmpammiJlI for our local \1ewen. Bcoaomic~ arc
aft idlpOl'tlftt cbeck 011 inlUflk:iellt netwotlc propaIDIIliDa or
Pft)Il'Immtna tbat cannot be made consistent with local tastes
aDd valUCI.

We bIIIievc the control of wbat propaJIUDina runs OIl our local
__ beIoftp to tile a.fftlia&es not 1Ile _work. 'Ibis ODIltrol

hal belli red1ad due to tbe network size aDd power. chaDaes in
0WDItIIdp ndeI, den!lulation of fiDlsyn aDd. nAil aDd other
recent cbu&a.

RG:ls

!4-JI.I'l-96 4:37p I
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JUDe 4, 1996

The HOJlOl'Ib(e SUlill Ness, Commissioner
Federal CommUIIieatJOIlI Commission
1919 M. Streit, N.W., Room 832
Wub.iqton, DC 2OM4

Dear CommiJaioner Ness:

WE NBBO YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT REGARDING mE
NmWORK·AFFUJATE RULBS. As you conIicIer an ammdmcnt of tbo
--ri,ht-tO-reject" rule tblt would elimiDate "ecoaom.ic· preemptions, pIeue
consider the foUowinc:

The "local" audimce and local COIltroJ of stations will be
deataoyed if every pReIDptioD decision becomes subject to a
public-intaeat lDqutsidon by Lhll' lIetWOrk•

T'be datermlnadoft of whetber a preemplioIl il "c:conomic­
cannot be mIde objectively. The network wbicJI wiD~ the
iaitiaI judJment of wheIber to seek coatlletlal penalties, will
have tNer'J maavaliun 30 see every J'.lNCIIIPIiOll u "economic".
In fact, tile rule W01I1d penalize succeaftal Joc:aI PIOIfUDming
by makin, Illy popular propam an i"ble PfOIIU1 on
wbicb to base I preemption.

We bIUeve s&Itions should have the appartuIIity to preempt
Im~1e DetMd pn1II'IfDlniDa to air IJI(R suitable
Pft'II'IIIlJIriftl for our local vtew.s. Bcc-..ic preempdons are
all iJIIPOi tant clllJck on iIIIufficient DItWOIk PfOIDIIUIIiftl or
~inl tbal cannot be IIlIde consistent with local tastes
and W.1U8S.

We t.Iieve die contml of whit propamming runs Oft our local
stItians beIoap to me aftiIi-. DDt the network. This CODUOI
hal .... tedtad due to die l1ItVt'OI"k sia and power, dJan&es in
owncnb.ip rules, deteplarion of fin/syD and PTAR and other
rcccat cbIaps.

I ...., .. )'CN Ip ... 1M' 1M d.·a.n ruJo .. fm1ber shift lite
H rrt at.,.. til ..Mwork.dl1ler """PiP to Ibe nc&wgrkt

stateNly.

~~~"~~"'-""".. ,
Robb Gray r. ,-''''
Vice t ---
General anaaer
llO:1I

14-Jun-96 4:31p I
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June 4, 1996

The~..J_ H. QueJlo, Commissioner
FtdItal eo.mUllicllions Commillioo
J919 M. StNIt, N.W., Room 802
WuhiQltOn~ DC 20054

WE NaD YOUIt HELP AND SUPPORT. IlBOAIlDINQ THE
NB1WORK-APPIUATE RULBS. As you caMider an ameodmcnt of the
-rilbt'*'Nject" rule lbI1 would eUminaIe "ecoIMJIIric· pra:mptiuns~ p1f:ase
COftIider the fullowina:

TIle "local- .... .-I local CGdrDl or .-. will be
......,.. if fNerJ pN'F'Rfdon _1i0il becomes subject to a
"lic-iDefMt ieq8llidon by die network.

Tbe d............ of ...... a prenpdoo it -ecoaomk"
CMIaet be CJIIjecIiwly. TIle IIIlwork wIbcb will mate tile
ilIi"-l ju of .".... to .. C08IIIIClIIIl ,..aties, will
bne.rifr/ IDId'YItIan JO _ tNety pnelllpdoD u "ClCODOIDic".
In fat, die rule would ,...,- SUCCIIIful local propamrnmg
by .... ., ,."rr JJRlIf'8Ill an -li'ble propam on
which to bMe a ,.....,aan.

We betieve ..... shoukl haw die opJlldUllity 10 prwmpt
Imll , .... DItwark. to air mare suitlblc
............ forour I.. y &IP"'pnllBpticRsare
aD _,.-rat clIack on i AllWOrk .......... or
....... that CIIUIOt be made CCIIIIiIfIlnt widl local tastes
udvUla.

We IIItit.Mt ~ or.. ,....00.. ,.'011 our local
..... b CD die alii... not .. 1IItwcIrk. nil coatroJtIM'" 11'11* _10 die ftIlWtWt .... power, ........ in
ow-*ip ndeI,~ of finlayn IIId PrAll aDd otber
,.,...t~.

WMttO-AM-TV. WMXI'·l'M
l·t:!urlll.IL

KJ''MH-~Mo'I'V

Sdtl D•• CA

..~..

I
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The Hceorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Feden! COInauoicadoos Commission
1919 M. Streit, N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 200S4

Dear CbairmIn BUDdt:

WE NEED VOUR HELP AND SUPPORT RBGARDlNG THE
NBTWOU-AFPlLIATE RULES. As you con... an amendment of the
"ri&ht-to-reject" rule tbat woukl eliminate "eccmomic" preemptions, please
consider me (ollowing:

The "local" audiellce aDd local COIlUOl of stations will be
destroyed if ew:ry pReIDpIioD decision becomes subject to a
public-interest inquisition by the network.

The~ of wbeIber a preemption is "ecoaomic"
caIIIlOt be JDIde oIJjecdvely. Tbe IJItWOtk wIdcb will mue me
initt.l judpatt of wbdhcr to ICCk COIItndUIl paIIltica, will
have fNet.y lDOIlYMloB so see fNet'J J'ftIIIIPIIoG u Ifecoaomic".
In Oct, the rule would penalize succeuful local propamminl
by IMkin& any popullr pmpam an iDcIiaibie program 00

wIUdl to bale a pNemptioo.

We beUeve allons sboulcJ have me opponumty to preempt
u"¥CfllMlble ftetwork PfOI'Id'min. to lit more suitable
~ for our 1ocI1 viewers. lkoftomic preempdoos are
an impotIIat c1Iect 0Jl 1DIaJftlcieat nehWWt proerammina or
JXOIIUUDina tbat CIIlI10t be I1IIde COftSi.-nt witb local tastes
and vaIueI.

We believe me C08trol of wIIlt propammiDc IlU1I OIl our 1oca1
..... beIcqs to 1be affWMes not 1M DetWOrk. This control
hal ..... reduced due to tile netwoIt siJe IDd power, cbMps in
0WI*'Ihip ruIea, der'elulation of finlsyn IDd PI'AR IIlCI other
receDt cbIqes.

I_I, ..,. you to DDt .. 1M riIII-Jp-'Ji r mil wi fyrtIwr shift the
be...of IJOMI' ill tile octwork-....mJetipn.up rp tbI Mtwgrkl

RO:ls

!4'J""-96 4:37p
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June 4, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
The Hon. James H. Quello, Susan Ness

and Rachelle B. Chong. Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Eighth Floor
Washington, DC 20054

Dear Commissioners:

I'm writing to strongly urge you to retain the rlght-to-reject rule that applies to our
relationship with the television networks. Frankly, in all that I have read or heard,
I'm still not quite clear why you would even consider abolishing this ru'e. Much of
what the Commission has done over the years has been aimed at the greatest
possible competition and community service.

Our relationship with our network needs to be a business one based on whatever
agreement we have signed with them. I hope the Commission will not choose to
become a third partY to such a business contract.

Best wishes with the many difficult decisions you are currentty considering.

jJ~
Mark Keown
Executive Vice President

and Genersl Menager

MK/kr

WTVIt-TY • 3301 W..t 81'CM1d 8..... • Richmond, VA 23230 • I04I2l4-3100 Fax: 804125.....

!4-JU'l-96 2:25p
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June 3, 1996

Mr. Kurt Wimmer
Secretary'= Office
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Mr. Wimmer;

This letter is in response to the ~Ri9ht To Reject Rule"
which we 1.mderstand the cOmD\ission will consider on
June 12th.

A~ it etands the rule protects a station'5 autonomy and the
community it serves. It would no~ be in the best public
interest to provide networks this amount of control over
affiliatee.

Economic pre-Qmptions are an important check on insufficient
network programming and more importantly, programs that
could be objectionable or unsuitable to the local tastes and
values.

Our two stations, one in Helena, Mt. and the other in
Yuma, Az. ar~ "small market'" affiliates and would be
particula.l"ly harmed as the networks' "Big Market'" ownership
control inc-l""Qases, 1eavinq us and others at their mercy.

Please keep the ~Right To Reject Rule" in effect.

Thank you for your conaideration.

Sin e~1P

ident
H/KSwr

cc: Hon.Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Hon.James H. Quello, C~ssioner

Hon. Susan Ness, CO~3sioner

Hon. Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
1301 S. 3rd Avenue • P.O. 80x ~92 • Yuma, Arizona 85366-0692. Tel (~20) 782-:5113 • FAX (020) 782-0320

1681 W. Main Street • SuIt. 316 • (I Cantro, California 92243 • TEl (619) 362-3142 • FAX (61Q) 352.2488
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